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necessary to resume them from her. However, col-
lisions and accidents rarely occur; arid as darkness
speedily comes on, the carriages and their occupants
soon disappear from the course and return to their
camps.

About 8 o'clock the camp-gong gives the signal for
dinner, and a party of about twenty or thirty assemble
in almost every mess-tent. In a well-managed camp
the hostess generally takes care to fill up any vacancies
at her table by inviting guests from the other camps.
Any member of a camp who is going out to dinner is
expected to give early notice to his hostess, so that she
may be able to ask a friend from some other camp in
his place. By this arrangement an agreeable exchange
of hospitality is kept up, and the monotony of always
having the same set of faces avoided. Many of the ladies
appear at dinner ready dressed for the ball afterwards,,
but some of the most wary ones reserve a few final
touches of dress for after dinner. It is astonishing what
a magic effect is sometimes produced by those few
final touches. It is hardly necessary to say that during
dinner much fun and merriment prevail all round the
table. However the guests may be told off and assorted
at first, it is curious to observe how, after a day or two,
certain young ladies and certain young gentlemen
always happen to sit next or near to one another at the
several meals, and take a sort of monopoly of certain
seats for themselves and their own particular acquaint-
ances. It not seldom happens that some unfortunate